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A. ABSTRACT

Although the incidence of breast cancer increases with age and more women are now living well into their 80’s and 90’s, there are few data demonstrating a mortality benefit of breast cancer screening with mammography for women aged 80 or older.  In the absence of clinical trial data, physicians must help these women (the oldest-old) make informed decisions about mammography screening.  Mammography screening may benefit some women aged 80 or older, while causing burden to other oldest-old women by finding and treating breast cancers that would not have become clinically significant in their life time.  More data are needed on the benefits and risks of mammography screening for women aged 80 or older to target mammography screening to oldest-old most likely to benefit and to inform patient decision-making around screening. The first project in this proposal is a retrospective study designed to describe the experiences of oldest-old women who decided to undergo mammography screening and to compare their experiences with those who were not screened.  The second project is a secondary analysis of oldest-old women newly diagnosed with breast cancer in the Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results Program, which will compare breast cancer tumor characteristics at diagnosis, stage-specific treatments and survival of the oldest-old with younger-old women (aged 65 to 79).   These data will be used to create tools to help guide patient decision-making and physician counseling about screening mammography.  In the future, Dr. Schonberg plans to use the skills she obtains from this award to explore the benefits and risks of other screening tests for elderly women to improve preventive care to oldest-old women.  

